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THE QUEEN’S MEDICAL CENTER HONORS VOLUNTEERS;
PRESENTS KAREN SUMIDA WITH HO`OMAU AWARD
HONOLULU — The Queen’s Medical Center (Queen’s) recently honored its volunteers at an
appreciation luncheon, hosted by Robb Ohtani, M.D., representing the Queen’s Board of Trustees,
and Art Ushijima, president of The Queen’s Medical Center.
The yearly statistics show just how much the volunteers positively affect the lives of Queen’s
patients. Volunteers worked on 946 projects for 68 different departments. They delivered more
than 1,500 floral arrangements. The craft group made 1,342 baby caps, 246 oncology caps and 720
cardiac pillows. All together, Queen’s volunteers donated 54,426 hours in service to patients and
the community in 2016.
Karen Sumida received the Ho‘omau Award, which recognizes longevity of service. She received
a trophy and monetary award; and her name was added to a perpetual plaque. She has been a
Queen’s volunteer for more than 25 years, joining in 1991, after her father was diagnosed with and
treated for colon cancer. “I loved the staff, doctors and volunteers at Queen’s – they were all great
to my father – and that inspired me to volunteer,” Sumida said. Back then, she was working fulltime as a dental assistant in Kaimuki. Thursdays were her days off, and she chose to spend them
serving others at the hospital. Her father became a colon cancer survivor and passed away from
natural causes at age 93.
Currently, Sumida volunteers with Oncology and also assists with events such as Oncology on
Canvas and Queen’s Colon Cancer Awareness Event. She lives in Palolo Valley and graduated
from Waipahu High School.
Ushijima recognized all of the volunteers at Queen’s. “We are grateful to the many volunteers who
chose Queen’s to make a difference in our community,” he said. “When you see the dedication and
aloha they bring, it touches your heart and inspires you. We are honored, blessed and thankful to
have them as a part of our ‘ohana.”
Volunteers have been an integral part of The Queen’s Medical Center for more than 157 years. If
you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please visit www.queensmedicalcenter.org/be-avolunteer-home, or call Queen’s Volunteer Services at Punchbowl at (808) 691-4397 or at West
O‘ahu at (808) 691-3197.
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The Queen’s Medical Center (Queen’s), a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation established in 1859 by Queen Emma and King Kamehameha
IV, is an acute care medical facility accredited by The Joint Commission. The facility is licensed for 575 acute beds and serves as the
major tertiary and quaternary referral center for cancer, cardiovascular disease, neuroscience, orthopaedics, surgery, emergency
medicine and behavioral health medicine. It is the state’s designated trauma center verified as Level II by the American College of
Surgeons. It has the only organ transplantation program in Hawaii. Queen’s is a major teaching hospital, serving as a clinical training
site for the residency programs sponsored by the John A. Burns School of Medicine at the University of Hawaii. Queen’s is the only
hospital in Hawaii to achieve Magnet® status – the highest institutional honor for hospital excellence – from the American Nurses
Credentialing Center.

